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Transcopyright for Pictures on the Web 


(Prof.) Ted Nelson, Keio University Shonan Fujisawa Campus e-mail: ted@xanadu.net 
home page http://www. sfc. keio. 06 p/wted/ 


“Transcopyright” is a new method of copyright for on-line publishers. It is actually a 
very compact way of giving permission for virtual, or indirect, re-use on line. It means: 


"Permission is given to republish this material virtually, under the condition 
that only an address pointer to this material is distributed by the republisher." 


The name makes possible a compact notation. First consider ordinary copyright notation. 
A rightsholder (person or company) usually prints a copyright symbol next to their name, like: 


©1996 Makeshift Press 


On line, the publisher indicates transcopyright permission by making a small notational 
addition to the copyright symbol: 


trans©1996 Makeshift Press 


The additional “trans” has the effect of giving this permission for virtual re-use. (We may call 
this line the “transcopyright symbol” or “short form notice.”) Since it contains the original 
copyright notice, all the benefits of the original copyright notice are retained. 


Note that no legislation is required for transcopyright to be legal; all that is required is for 
people to recognize this notation as permission to republish, and it will acquire status in law. 
(Much law, like this, is based on clarifying what people intend. Already there is legal standing 
for the term "shareware," which is also a permission doctrine.) 


Right now transcopyright publishing can only be based on generosity. But if we can 
develop a payment system in extremely small denominations, each downloader can buy the 
items automatically from the rightsholder without caring about the very small cost. 


INSTANT IMPLEMENTATION! For some data structures, such as text, transcopyright 
will require special implementation. But in the case of picture files in the commonest graphics 
format on the Web, no implementation is necessary. Use of transcopyright can begin 
immediately, because the mechanism already is built in. 


The ordinary mechanism for Web publishing of a GIF or JPEG picture is simple. The 
picture is brought into a Web page simply by an html reference such as the following. 


<IMG SRC="Hhttp< 7 (www. SEC. Kel10 lac .3p/-ted/ Ted. pic"> 
This brings in the picture from that file. But in principle the image source can be on 
another computer anywhere else on the Internet. Even today, you could decorate 
your Web page with images pulled in real time from other people’s servers all over the world. 


Why don’t people do that? Partly because they don’t have permission. 
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Permission. Permission is necessary because otherwise the rightsholder might object or bring 
lawsuit. Transcopyright provides that permission. 


However, the definition of transcopyright given above has been made very general, since 
rightsholders will insist on choosing the details of their permission. The short form notice 
shown above is not sufficient to clarify the exact details of the permission being given in a 
particular case. Therefore these full details of the permission being granted by the rightsholder 
should be posted on line for each picture, in a place that is easy to find. 


There are many possible details. For instance, the rightsholder may require that the 
republishing page have a pointer to the original page, labelled ‘“To original context.” Or the 
rightsholder might ask for a payment of some sort. However, since such a request is not 
likely to be honored on today’s Web, it should be stated as a polite request rather than a 
requirement. 


Proposed permission file and its location. I propose that the simplest way to do this is 
to put the full specific permission statement into a permission file linked to the picture, and in 
the same directory. 





DIRECTORY OF ; sag 
WEB PUBLISHER picturename permission.statement 
(original 

rightsholder) eee 


File giving details 
of permission 





Picture 


Proposed complete format. What should the viewer see, and what should the links be? 


I propose that the rightsholder should place the transcopyright symbol next to the picture 
on the original Web page, and make a link directly to the full permission statement from the 
transcopyright symbol. 


I propose that the republisher should give acknowledgment to the rightsholder by placing 
the same visible copyright notice embedded in the new Web page, taken from the original 
Web page, and pointing to the same permission file. (Perhaps this should be a requirement.) 


The mechanism is shown below. (Next page.) 


Luckily, this is easy. All the republisher needs to do is have the browser save the original 
page in .html format, and copy from the original page both the image source <IMG 
SRC...> and the publisher’s transcopyright notice and link <A HREF...>, 
which points to the full permission. Since they are next to each other in the original .html file, 
only one copying operation is required. The following shows exactly what you would copy 
from the html source of my demonstration home page in order to use my transcopyrighted 
picture from my demo home page somewhere else on the Web-- but always delivered from my 
server. 
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Fa <IMG.SRC painter 


Any Republishing 


trans© T.Nelson 


What the republisher copies into the new Web page (consecutive black stripe): 


RBM HREF="http:/ fo www.ste.keio.ac.jp/~ted/alt.u.html">My Parallel Universe</4></H3>00 
m <P><FONT SIZE=-1>This picture may be used elsewhere under TranscopyrightO 


sme kee bed ee iee</P >OO<P><FONT SIZE=-1 >For the exact tra 


sia right permission, 


x 





This can be recursive. By this same means, someone who sees a Web page where the 
picture is republished can also recognize that the picture is available through transcopyright, 
obtain the details of the permission and republish it by copying the same pointers from the 
republishing page, without even going to the original. We should choose tags to mark 
beginning and end of the exact .html section to be copied, possibly a particular comment tag. 
(But if the rightsholder wants republishers to use this method of copying consecutive html 
pointers, it should be put in the permission statement as a requirement for transpublication.) 


Commitment. True electronic publishing on the Web is also held back by the lack of stable 
commitment. The pages are like bubbles on top of beer, always disappearing even though the 
overall foam persists. Some form of commitment is required so that people can rely on the 
continued availability of a document, especially for re-use through transcopyright. Users need 
to know how long the material will be available, especially if they transpublish. 


The length of the commitment should be specified in the transcopyright permission 
statement. I propose the acronym APALU, standing for “Availability Promised At Least Until 


...” This is not the nicest term, but it is extremely clear, and encourages the original publisher 
to keep lengthening the commitment. Pol 








